
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Board Action 

 
 
REFERRED TO BOARD:  March 16th, 2015   AGENDA ITEM NO: 7   
 
 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT:  Treatment Facility  
 
SUBJECT:   U.S. E.P.A. mandates, The Village Board approve the local limits evaluation before submitting 

the evaluation to the agency.  Penny Bouchard from Baxter and Woodman Consulting 
Engineers will be presenting this project and to answer any questions. 

 
SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND OF SUBJECT MATTER:  
 
On November 28th, 2012 a pretreatment compliance inspection (PCI) was conducted by the U.S. E.P.A. and 
their contractor Tetra Tech. This inspection was postponed several years due to the construction of the new 
facility. Typically, a PCI is conducted every five years.  Evaluating local limits is required by the Village’s 
NPDES permit. The last N.P.D.E.S (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) permit cycle 2007 to 
2012, the Village got a pass because the facility was under construction. In 2010, six months after startup of the 
new facility, sampling was initiated. A letter was sent to the IEPA (Illinois EPA) stating this sampling was 
completed. The new N.P.D.E.S. permit, which started on January 1st, 2015 requires submittal of this evaluation 
under Special Condition 11 Section A. item numbers 7 & 8. Posted below is an excerpt from the U.S. E.P.A. 
publication Local Limits Development Guidance which highlights the history, and the reasons an entity has to 
reevaluate their local limits.    
 
A component of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Program, the National Pretreatment 
Program was developed by EPA to control the discharge of pollutants from POTWs. The statutory authority for the 
National Pretreatment Program lies in the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1972, which was amended by Congress 
in 1977 and renamed the Clean Water Act (CWA). Under Section 307(b), EPA must develop Pretreatment Standards 
that prevent the discharge of pollutants that pass through, interfere with, or are otherwise incompatible with POTWs. The 
1977 amendments to the CWA required POTWs to ensure compliance with the pretreatment standards by each 
significant local source introducing pollutants subject to pretreatment standards into a POTW. To meet the requirements 
of the 1977 amendments, EPA developed the General Pretreatment Regulations for Existing and New Sources of 
Pollution [40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 403]. 
 
To protect its operations and to ensure that its discharges comply with State and Federal requirements, a POTW will 
design its local limits based on site-specific conditions. Among the factors a POTW should consider in developing local 
limits are the following: the POTW’s efficiency in treating wastes; its history of compliance with its NPDES permit 
limits; the condition of the water body that receives its treated effluent; any water quality standards that are applicable to 
the water body receiving its effluent; the POTW’s retention, use, and disposal of sewage sludge; and worker health and 
safety concerns. The General Pretreatment Regulations require the following: 
 

 POTWs that are developing pretreatment programs must develop and enforce specific limits on 
prohibited discharges, or demonstrate that the limits are not necessary [40 CFR 403.8(f) (4)].  



 POTWs that have approved pretreatment programs must continue to develop and revise local limits as 
necessary [40 CFR 403.5(c) (1)].  

POTWs that do not have approved pretreatment programs must develop specific local limits if pollutants 
from non-domestic sources result in interference or pass through and such occurrence is likely to recur 
[40 CFR 403.5(c)(2)]. 
 

EPA and the States have approved more than 1,400 POTW pretreatment programs. Each program must develop, 
implement, and enforce technically based local limits. Because most of the POTWs that require pretreatment programs 
now have them, only a few new programs are approved each year. Work on local limits continues, however, because 
POTWs with approved programs must periodically review these local limits. EPA regulations require that POTWs with 
approved programs must “provide a written technical evaluation of the need to revise local limits under 40 CFR 403.5(c) 
(1), following permit issuance or reissuance” [40 CFR 122.44(j) (2) (ii)]. Additionally, EPA recommends that Control 
Authorities review the adequacy of local limits if current wastewater treatment plant performance fails or will fail to 
attain applicable NPDES, State, or local permit requirements or other operational objectives, including water quality 
objectives of receiving waters; and if the performance shortcomings may be reasonably attributed to pass through or 
interference caused by a POC. Finally, Control Authorities may find it beneficial to re-evaluate their local limits when a 
change in POTW operations results in a significant change in operational objectives; when the POTW experiences a 
significantly different influent flow or pollutant characteristics; or when a significant alteration of key environmental 
criteria occurs. 
 
   
FINANCIAL IMPACT:  A local limit evaluation takes multiple years to complete and reviews multiple 
years of data.  The current modification was completed by performing required special sampling on the 
WWTP influent and effluent, residential and stream sampling locations.   This project setup a system 
which has resulted in a change in current permit required monitoring protocols.  That change will prevent 
the need to perform specialized WWTP monitoring for the next review period at a significant savings to the 
Village. 
 
DOCUMENTS ATTACHED:  
 

1. Resolution 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION:   
 
Move to approve a Resolution authorizing the approval of submitting the local limits evaluation to the U.S. 
E.P.A.  



Village of Antioch, Illinois 
 

RESOLUTION 15 - _____ 
 

A RESOLUTION GRANTING AUTHORITY IN SUBMITTING THE LOCAL LIMITS 
EVALUATION TO THE U.S E.P.A  

 
WHEREAS, U.S. E.P.A mandates the Village Board must provide formal approval 
before staff can submit the evaluation, and 
 

WHEREAS, POTWs that have approved pretreatment programs must continue to 
develop and revise local limits as necessary [40 CFR 403.5(c) (1)]. , and 

 
WHEREAS, EPA regulations require that POTWs with approved programs must 
“provide a written technical evaluation of the need to revise local limits under 40 CFR 
403.5(c) (1), following permit issuance or reissuance” [40 CFR 122.44(j) (2) (ii), and 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND VILLAGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF ANTIOCH, LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, 
to authorizing staff to submit the local limits evaluation to the U.S. E.P.A 
 
ADOPTED by the Mayor and Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Antioch, Lake 
County, Illinois, and this 16th day of March, 2015 

APPROVED this 16th day of March, 2015. 

AYES:   
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  

              
        Lawrence M. Hanson, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
      
Lori K. Folbrick, Village Clerk 


