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ORDINANCE NO. 10-02-04

AN ORDINANCE KNOWN AS “GIZMO’S LAW” AMENDING PORTIONS
OF ARTICLE 6 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ANTIOCH
DEALING WITH ANIMAL BITES AND DANGEROUS ANIMALS

WHEREAS, the corporate authorities of this Village have met, debated and considered the propriety
of the modification of the existing animal code provisions with respect to animals biting people, to
more clearly provide for the public safety and convenience of dealing with animal-related problems
and to provide greater specificity in the law with respect to the same, and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Village of Antioch, Lake County, lllinois, as follows:

SECTION ONE:  Section 6-1-6 of the Antioch Municipal Code is hereby amended in its entirety
and it shall hereafter read as follows:

6-1-6 BITING OR ATTACKING DOGS OR OTHER ANIMALS.

(A) (1) ltshall be the duty of the owner of any dog or other animal to prevent such dog or
other animal from biting or attacking any person or pet in the village, and, if a person or pet is bitten
by a dog or other animal, the owner shall report the incident to the Police Department immediately.
Any dog or other animal which may unprovokedly bite or attack any person or pet in the village is
hereby declared to be a nuisance, and such dog or animal may be apprehended and impounded at
any time by any police officer, animal warden, or other such person charged with the enforcement of
this chapter. If such dog or other animal is impounded, the owner shall have no right to redeem the
dog or other animal if:

(a) It has unprovokedly attacked or bitten any person(s) or pet(s) in the village on two
separate occasions within any 24-month period; or

(b) lthas inﬂicted a serious would or other permanent or disabling injury in the attack in
question.

(2) The loss of right to redeem shall not apply if the owner shall remove such dog or other
animal from the village immediately upon redemption and shall not thereafter keep or otherwise
maintain such dog or other animal in the village at any time.

(B) If an owner has notice that his dog or other animal has bitten any person or pet, it shall be
unlawful for such owner to kill such dog or other animal or to sell or give away such dog or other
animal, or to permit or allow such dog or other animal to be taken beyond the limits of the village
except to a licensed veterinary hospital. It shall be the duty of such owner to immediately report the
incident to the Police Department and to immediately place such a dog or other animal in a licensed
veterinary hospital where such dog or other animal shall be quarantined for a period of at least ten
days (upon request of any police officer, animal warden or other person charged with the
enforcement of this chapter) and to deliver such animal to them for such placement. The owner shall
immediately furnish the Police Department with the name and location of said hospital and a
certificate of a licensed veterinarian stating whether or not such dog or animal shows symptoms of
rabies. At the expiration of the quarantine period and prior to the release of such dog or other
animal, the owner shall furnish the Police Department with another certificate of a licensed
veterinarian stating that such dog or other animal does not have rabies. All costs of maintaining any
such dog or other animal in a veterinary hospital shall be the obligation and responsibility of its owner




and shall be paid by said owner. If, however, the rabies inspector or licensed veterinarian has
presented evidence that such dog or other animal has been inoculated against rabies within the time
prescribed by law prior to the biting, such dog or other animal shall be confined in the house of its
owner or in a manner that will prohibit such dog or other animal from biting any person or pet for a
period of ten days, unless in the judgment of the Police Department, Animal Warden or the licensed
veterinarian, circumstances are such that the dog or other animal should be confined elsewhere. At
the end of the ten day period, the dog or other animal shall be examined by the rabies inspector or a

licensed veterinarian.

(C) In all cases where the animal that has bitten a person is slain or dies within ten days from
the time of the biting, it shall be the duty of the person slaying such animal and the owner of such
animal to notify the Police Department and to immediately deliver the head of such animal intact to
said Department or cause the same to be done. Such head shall be sent to the State Department of
Health for examination for rabies.

(D) Any animal found to be rabid by a licensed veterinarian shall be destroyed according to all
applicable statutes and rules of the lllinois and Lake County Departments of Health.

(E) It shall be an adequate defense to any charge of violation of this section for the charged owner
or possessor of an alleged biting or attacking dog or other animal to show that the animal was
defending its owner, another person or the owner’s property or that it was in a fenced in area or other
enclosure when the same was invaded by the person or animal bitten.

(F) Inrecognition and in memoriam of the little dog which was bitten and killed by a loose animal
with a history of prior bites, this section shall hereafter be known as “Gizmo’s Law”.

SECTION TWO: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage,
approval and publication as required by law.

PA%SED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF ANTIOCH, ILLINOIS, ON THIS
16" DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2010.

AYES: 4: Pierce, Poulos, Sakas and Jozwiak.
NAYS: 0.
ABSENT: 2: Crosby and Wolczyz.

LAVYRENCE M. HANSON, MAYOR

ATTEST:
/)
{ i 4‘;;“53(‘&@\
( y OF 20,
o ( % QU ;fc:“@ --------- 8 Yoy,
CANDI L. ROWE, VILLAGE CLERK 54 ! RPORg, " @;%
“dl 1 PR 7

NP o3 N
% ER =< s S L S |
\\ 1 &32 .:; <
L9 NY S




STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS
COUNTY OF LAKE )

CERTIFICATE

I, Candi L. Rowe, certify that | am the duly appointed Municipal Clerk of the Village of

Antioch, Lake County, Illinois.

| certify that on February 16, 2010, the Corporate Authorities of such municipality passed
and approved Ordinance No. 10-02-04, entitled “AN ORDINANCE KNOWN AS “GIZMO’S LAW”
AMENDING PORTIONS OF ARTICLE 6 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ANTIOCH DEALING WITH
ANIMAL BITES AND DANGEROUS ANIMALS” which provided by its terms that it should be published

in pamphlet form.

The pamphlet form of Ordinance No. 10-02-04, including the Ordinance and cover sheet
thereof, was prepared, and a copy of such Ordinance was posted in the municipal building,
commencing on February 18, 2010, and continuing for at least ten days thereafter. Copies of such
Ordinance were also available for public inspection upon request in the office of the Municipal

Clerk.

DATED at Antioch, Illinois, this 18" day of February, 2010.

wa( Awe_

Candi L. Rowe, Village Clerk




